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Programme 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  ELEVENTH  1 

First  Session,  3 p.  m. 

Address  oe  Welcome.  - Mr.  Thos.  S.  Frar  | 

President  Carnegie  Library. 

Report  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Mr.  Louis  R.  Wi 
University  of  North  Carolina.  ^ 

Reports  of  Committees. 

“The  Necessity  for  Co-operation  Among  the  Libraries 

of  the  South.” Miss  Wa 

Atlanta  Carnegie  Library. 

“ The  Organization  of  a Public  Library.” 

Mr.  Anderson  H.  Hop 
Louisville  Library. 

Informal  discussions  of  above  and  other  Library  topics. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  ELEVENTH 
Second  Session,  8 p.  m. 

)• 

Welcome  to  the  Association. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor,  P.  M.  Bi 

“ The  Library.”  -----  Mr.  D.  A.  Tomp  >] 
Charlotte , N.  C. 

“The  Library  as  an  Educational  Factor.”  - Dr.  J.  C.  E 
Trinity  College. 

An  informal  reception  will  be  held  after  this  meeting. 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  TWELFTH 
Third  Session,  ii  a.  m. 


Lurae  Libraries.”  - - - Dr.  Charles  D.  Mclver 

State  Normal  College. 

he  Pubeic  Library  and  the  Pubeic  Schooe.” 

Prof.  J.  A.  Bivins 

Trinity  High  School. 

he  CoEEEGE  Library.”  - - Dr.  Eben  Alexander 

University  of  North  Carolina. 

'he  Library  and  the  Woman’s  Ceub.”  Mrs.  Hugh  A.  Murrill 
President  Woman's  Club , Charlotte , N.  C. 

Informal  discussions  of  above  and  other  Library  topics. 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  TWELFTH 
Fourth  Session,  3 p.  m. 

■en  Discussions. 

Section  of  Officers. 

IJOURNMENT. 
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Organization  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 


Officers 

President 

Vice-President 

Secretary  and  Treasurer 


. .T.  S.  Franklin 

J.  Hirshinger 

C.  M.  Etheredge 


Trustees 

G.  H.  Brockenborough 

T.  S.  Franklin 

J.  Hirshinger 

J.  H.  Weddington 

J.  A.  Fore 

H.  W.  Harris : 

S.  S.  McNinch 

J.  Frank  Wilkes 

T.  W.  Dixon 

H.  G.  Link 

C.  G.  McManaway 

J.  H.  Wearn 


Term  Expires 


1909 

1909 

1909 

1909 

1907 

1907 

1907 

1907 

1905 

1905 

1905 

1905 


Standing  Committees 

Executive Weddington,  McNinch,  Brockenborough,  Wilkes  and  Fore 

Finance McManaway,  McNinch  and  Link 


Building  and  Grounds Dixon,  Wearn  and  Fore 

Books  and  Periodicals Wilkes,  Harris  and  Weddington 


The  Trustees  hold  a regular  meeting  on  the  Second 
Monday  of  each  month 
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Mrs.  Annie  Smith  Ross 


Librarian 


Miss  Sallie  H.  Adams 


Assistant  Librarian 


Janitor 


William  Davidson 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 


January  nth,  1904. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Charlotte  : 

Gentlemen — It  is  with  pleasure  that  I present  the  First 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library. 

The  Library  was  opened  to  the  public  on  July  2nd,  1903, 
under  auspicious  circumstances  and  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  give  a detailed  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  Library,  as  all  of  this  is  contained  in  the  reports  of  the 
Librarian  and  Treasurer. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  expenses  incident  to  the  opening  of  a 
new  Library,  we  have  only  been  able  to  add  to  the  books  turned 
over  to  us  by  the  School  Commissioners  about  one  thousand 
volumes.  Another  year  it  is  believed  that  we  will  be  able  to 
reserve  from  the  annual  appropriation  for  books  alone  from  $850 
to  $1,000.  In  this  connection  I wish  to  acknowledge  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  Board  to  those  who  have  so  generously  donated 
books,  etc.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the  present  year  others  will 
feel  disposed  to  thus  favor  the  institution. 

An  examination  of  the  Librarian’s  records  will  show  a steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  persons  who  are  availing  themselves  of 
the  advantages  offered,  which  is  an  evidence  of  the  interest  taken 
by  our  people  in  literary  matters,  and  also  of  the  popularity  and 
efficiency  of  the  management. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Board  that  the  Library  become 
one  of  the  most  important  educational  factors  in  the  community. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  S.  Franklin, 

President  Board  of  Trustees. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Charlotte: 

Gentlemen — I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  1903  : 


Receipts 

Annual  Appropriation  from  the  City  of  Charlotte $2,500  00 

Non-resident  and  Temporary  Subscriptions 14  00 

Fines 49  71 

Rebates  on  Freight  and  Insurance 14  36  $2,578  07 

Expenditures 

Salaries $1,055  00 

Books 338  72 

Periodicals 116  20 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 97  61 

Special  Assistance  in  Re-cataloging 100  00 

Fuel 38  75 

Lights 16  80 

Insurance 158  00 

House  Fittings 178  33 

Incidentals  ($164.74  and  $63.71) 227  45  $2,326  86 

Balance,  Forwarded  to  1904 $251  21 

Respectfully, 


C.  M.  Etheredge, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Charlotte : 

Gentlemen — I have  the  honor  to  present  the  First  Annual 
Report  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Charlotte,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1903. 

In  November,  1902,  the  Board  then  in  charge  of  the  Charlotte 
Public  Library,  acting  under  authority,  elected  the  Librarian, 
Assistant  Librarian  and  Janitor,  for  the  Carnegie  Library,  which 
was  to  succeed  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Charlotte  Public 
Library. 

As  quickly  as  possible  plans  for  the  organization  of  the  Library 
were  presented  by  the  Librarian  and  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

It  was  necessary  to  classify  and  catalog  the  old  stock  of  books 
and  to  prepare  for  the  new  lines  of  work.  The  catalog  depart- 
ment was  thoroughly  equipped  to  carry  on  this  work.  Cabinet 
Cases  for  the  “ Card  Catalog  ” and  “ Shelf  List,”  a full  line  of 
material,  Cards  for  the  Books,  Manilla  Book  Pockets,  and  Dat- 
ing Slips  were  selected  and  ordered. 

The  delay  caused  by  the  unfinished  building  gave  ample  time 
to  complete  a “Dictionary”  Catalog  and  to  prepare  the  books 
for  the  shelves. 

The  books  were  carefully  moved  from  the  City  Hall  to  the 
new  Library  building  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1903. 

On  July  2nd,  with  appropriate  speeches  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  and  the  Mayor  and  other  prominent  citizens,  the 
Carnegie  Free  Library  was  opened  to  the  public. 

On  July  1 st  there  were  in  the  Library,  classified  and  cataloged, 
2,526  volumes.  During  the  year  286  volumes  were  added  by 
purchase,  275  volumes  by  gift,  and  16  volumes  by  the  United 
States  Government ; 123  volumes  were  bound,  47  volumes  were 
re-bound,  and  1,335  volumes  mended  in  the  Library.  The 
United  States  Public  Documents  and  files  of  valuable  newspapers 
are  stored  in  the  basement,  because  there  is  not,  as  yet,  room 
for  them  on  the  shelves  in  the  book  wing. 
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Circulating  Department 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  during  the  six  months  has 
been  11,390;  the  number  of  registered  borrowers,  December 
31st,  was  1,480. 

The  use  of  books  in  the  Circulating  Department  has  been 
stimulated  by  placing  on  the  Bulletin  Board  lists  of  books  with 
pictures  to  illustrate  and  make  them  more  attractive,  with  a con- 
sequent increase  in  the  demand  for  the  books  to  which  attention 
has  thus  been  called. 

Two  special  Bulletins,  “Men  of  Achievement”  and  “The 
Life  of  Christ  in  Art,”  were  prepared  for  the  Reading  Room. 

Special  Bulletins  were  also  prepared  for  the  Children’s  Room 
for  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,  to  illustrate  the  stories  read  at 
the  “ Story  Hour.” 

Reference  Department 

The  Reference  Department  has  been  used  during  the  six 
months  by  9,671  people.  Three  classes  of  readers  form  a large 
majority  of  those  who  use  the  room  : Members  of  Literary 

Clubs,  men  who  are  seeking  information  in  technical  arts  and 
sciences,  and  pupils  of  the  city  schools. 

Gifts  to  the  Library 

The  Library  received  during  the  year  gifts  from  43  persons  or 
institutions.  One  of  the  notable  gifts  of  the  year  was  the  Mis- 
sionary Collection  of  175  volumes  by  Rev.  George  H.  Atkinson, 
as  a memorial  to  his  father,  the  Rev.  William  R.  Atkinson. 

Summary 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of  Library  work  is  the 
work  with  children.  We  have  adopted  the  most  advanced 
methods,  and  they  are  meeting  with  success  and  should  by  all 
means  be  encouraged  in  every  possible  way.  The  children  should 
have  free  access  to  the  Library  shelves,  with  an  attendant  in 
charge  who  can  guide  them  in  their  selections.  We  believe  the 
immense  advantage  of  having  all  the  Juvenile  Books  shelved  in 
the  Children’s  Room  will  compensate  for  the  extra  work 
entailed. 
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With  prospects  bright  for  the  New  Year,  the  Library  staff 
will  of  necessity  be  increased.  It  was  decided  by  the  Board  that 
applicants  for  positions  as  Assistants  should  pass  competitive 
examinations,  and  each  successful  candidate,  in  lieu  of  practical 
knowledge  of  Library  methods,  should  serve  a six  months’ 
apprenticeship  without  remuneration.  In  compliance  with  this 
rule,  an  examination  will  be  held  the  22nd  of  March. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  the  Librarian  to  have  this  opportunity  of 
commending  the  harmonious  spirit  with  which  the  members  of 
the  force  have  carried  on  their  work.  The  Librarian  would 
also  acknowledge  the  thoughtful  consideration  and  support  of  the 
Board  in  the  general  work  of  the  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Annie  Smith  Ross, 

Librarian. 


BOOKS 


The  following  figures  refer  only  to  the  books,  cataloged,  classified  and 
on  the  shelves  in  good  condition.  For  lack  of  shelf  room,  we  have  not  yet 
arranged  a large  number  of  Government  Documents,  Newspaper  Files 
(bound),  and  sundry  technical  books.  These  will  be  brought  into  the 
catalog  as  soon  as  space  can  be  given  them. 

Number  of  Books  in  Library,  January  i,  1903 2,526 

Number  of  Books  added  by  purchase 286 

Number  of  Books  added  by  gift 275 

Number  of  Books  accessioned,  but  not  cataloged 123 

Total  additions  for  the  year  1903 684 

3,210 

Number  of  Books  worn  out  and  withdrawn 5 

Number  of  Books  lost  by  borrowers  and  paid  for 3 

Total  withdrawals  for  the  year  1903 8 8 

Total  number  of  Books  in  Library,  January  1,  1904 3,202 

Binding  and  Mending 

Number  of  Books  rebound 67 

Number  of  Periodicals  bound 123 

Number  of  Books  mended  in  the  Library 1 ,335 

Books  Arranged  by  Class 

0 General  Works 40 

1 Philosophy 40 

2 Religion 137 

3 Sociology 113 

4 Philology 10 

5 Natural  Sciences 53 

6 Useful  Arts 20 

7 Fine  Arts 26 

8 Literature 312 

9 History 371 

Travel 160 

Biography 401 

Fiction 1.378 

Periodicals,  (bound) 141 


3,202 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  SIX  MONTHS 


Registration 

Adults i 1,242 

Juveniles 238 

Total 1,480 

Non-Resident 5 

Temporary 4 

The  Library  was  open  on  151  days. 

Circulation 

Philosophy 22 

Religion 55 

Sociology 66 

Philology 4 

Natural  Sciences 47 

Useful  Arts 3 

Fine  Arts. 49 

Literature 236 

History 208 

Travel 116 

Biography 459 

Fiction 10,125 

Total 11,390 

Reference  Use 9,671 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY 


Volumes  Pamphlets 

Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  Raleigh 2 

Anderson,  William 12 

Atkinson,  Rev.  Geo.  H 175 

Ayers,  Mrs.  F.  H 1 

Benson,  Mrs.  J.  R 1 

Blair,  Mrs.  Ballard 2 

Bloom,  Henry  B A Shell  for  Museum 

Bridges,  S.  P 1 

Carnegie,  Andrew 1 

Carnegie  Library  of  Atlanta 14 

Carson,  Charles  M North  Carolina  Minerals  for  Museum 

Clarkson,  Francis  Osborne 1 

Clarkson,  Heriot 1 

Clarkson,  Mary  Lloyd 1 

Cowles,  W.  D Mineral  for  Museum 

Franklin,  Thos.  S 25 

Glover,  Miss  Josie  H 1 

Howerton,  Dr.  J.  R 1 

Mallory,  W.  S 8 

McManaway,  Mrs.  C.  G 2 

McNeill,  Franklin,  N.  C.  Corp.  Com.,  Raleigh...  A Map 

Nixon,  Brevard 5 

Owen,  T.  M. , Montgomery,  Ala 1 

Prather,  Mrs.  M.  A. 12 

Pratt  Institute  and  Library,  Brooklyn n 

Rigler,  Mrs.  John 1 

Searight,  J.  A.,  Uniontown,  Pa 1 

Smith,  Wm.  H.,  Atlanta,  Ga Three  Vases 

Smith,  T.  T.  Jr. 10 

South  Carolina  Military  Academy 2 

Spilman,  Miss  Ethel 1 

Thomas,  Col.  J.  P. , Columbia,  S.  C 6 3 

Tompkins,  D.  A 4 Three  Pictures 

Twelvetrees,  Miss  Anna 1 

Trinity  College,  Durham,  N.  C 1 

Tyler,  Miss,  Presbyterian  College,  City. 1 

University  of  North  Carolina 2 

Watson,  Mrs.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.., 2 

Wheeler,  O.  D Interior  Photograph  of  the  Library 

Wilkes,  Mrs.  John 9 6 

Wooten,  Miss  Eliza,  Frederick,  Md 1 

Young,  James  R.,  Raleigh,  N.  C 1 


HISTORICAL 


Origin 

It  is  not  now  known  to  whom  belongs  the  honor  of  first  sug- 
gesting a Public  Library  in  Charlotte.  The  first  actual  work  to 
attain  one  was  done  by  Messrs.  John  M.  Walker,  Jr.,  and 
Willis  B.  Dowd.  These  two  gentlemen  were  warmly  encour- 
aged and  strongly  aided  by  Gen.  Rufus  Barringer.  It  was  Gen. 
Barringer’s  generous  offer  of  financial  assistance  that  rendered  it 
possible  for  them,  and  Mr.  J.  Lenoir  Chambers,  whom  they 
associated  with  themselves  in  the  early  stages,  to  approach  the 
citizens  with  a proposition  as  to  the  formation  of  a Library. 
This,  meeting  with  favorable  consideration,  a call  for  a Library 
organization  was  issued. 

First  Steps 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  the  following  gentlemen,  Gen. 
Rufus  Barringer,  Geo.  F.  Bason,  Robert  J.  Brevard,  Col.  John 
E.  Brown,  P.  M.  Brown,  Armistead  Burwell,  W.  R.  Burwell, 
J.  Lenoir  Chambers,  J.  D.  Church,  Willis  B.  Dowd,  Robert  A. 
Dunn,  Dr.  Joseph  Graham,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Graham,  Hugh  W. 
Harris,  Col.  William  Johnston,  Col.  H.  C.  Jones,  E.  D.  Latta, 
W.  C.  Maxwell,  F.  Brevard  McDowell,  Frank  I.  Osborne, 
Thomas  R.  Robertson,  E.  B.  Springs,  John  M.  Walker,  Jr., 
P.  D.  Walker,  J.  H.  Weddington,  Capt.  John  Wilkes,  and  J. 
Frank  Wilkes,  met  on  January  16th,  1891,  in  the  old  “Law 
Library”  on  North  Church  Street.  Proper  steps  were  taken  to 
secure  a Charter  and  for  preparing  a Constitution  and  By-laws. 

These  gentlemen  were  the  Charter  Members,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  Dr.  M.  A.  Bland,  Messrs.  James  H.  Carson,  R.  M. 
Oates,  Jr.,  John  F.  Orr,  C.  W-  Tillett,  W.  W.  Watt  and 
Capt.  Harrison  Watts,  formed  the  “Active  Members”  of  the 
Association.  In  addition  to  the  regular  subscription  fee,  all  the 
above  named  gentlemen  contributed  a fixed  amount,  which 
made  the  fund  for  furnishing  rooms  and  buying  books. 
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Organization 

The  General  Assembly  passed  an  Act  of  Incorporation  on 
February  12th,  1891.  On  February  20th,  1891, 

The  Charlotte  Literary  and  Library  Association 
was  completely  organized,  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  adopted, 
and  a Board  of  Directors  chosen.  The  Directors  were:  Messrs. 
Rufus  Barringer,  M.  A.  Bland,  A.  Burwell,  J.  L.  Chambers,  G. 
W.  Graham,  Wm.  Johnston,  E.  D.  Latta,  F.  B.  McDowell, 
J.  M.  Walker,  Jr.,  H.  Watts,  John  Wilkes  and  J.  Frank  Wilkes. 
Dr.  George  W.  Graham  was  elected  President. 

Scope 

The  Library,  thus  started  by  the  public  spirit  of  the  private 
citizens  mentioned,  was  a subscription  association,  open  to  any 
one  who  chose  to  pay  the  dues  of  50  cents  a month.  The  man- 
agement was  entirely  by  the  “Active”  or  Charter  Members 
above  named. 

Rooms  were  secured  over  the  book  store  of  Messrs.  Stone  & 
Barringer,  on  South  Tryon  Street,  furniture  purchased  and  the 
rooms  fitted  up  in  a very  attractive  manner.  Many  gifts  of  books 
were  received.  These,  with  the  purchases  by  the  Committee, 
were  installed  and  the  Library  was  thrown  open  to  the  Active 
and  Subscribing  members  of  the  Association.  The  Library  was 
well  patronized  and  was  a factor  in  the  public  and  social  life  of 
the  city.  Gen.  Barringer  aided  the  Association  liberally  during 
his  life,  and  made  a handsome  donation  from  his  estate  at  his 
death.  Capt.  John  Wilkes  was  a warm  supporter,  and  Mr.  E. 
D.  Latta  a staunch  upholder. 

Librarian 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Directors,  March  19th,  1891,  Mr.  E. 
D.  Latta  moved  that  Mrs.  Bessie  Lacy  Dewey  be  made  Libra- 
rian. This  was  agreed  to,  and  Mrs.  Dewey  filled  the  position 
until  her  death,  Nov.  8th,  1900.  Mrs.  Dewey  was  a very  suc- 
cessful librarian,  giving  assistance  to  the  Directors  and  satisfac- 
tion to  the  public.  Her  tact,  judgment,  knowledge  of  books, 
gentleness  of  disposition,  eagerness  to  be  of  use  to  all  who  came 
into  the  Library,  and  her  devotion  to  duty,  were  such  that  the 
Directors,  charter  members  and  readers  lost  a valuable  helper  at 
her  death. 
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Succession 

For  some  time  the  Directors  had  been  seeking  ways  and 
means  of  increasing  the  usefulness  of  the  Library,  and  Mr.  John 
Wilkes  and  Dr.  George  Graham  suggested  transferring  all  of 
the  books  to  the  City  School  Commissioners  for  the  special  use 
of  the  Graded  School  children.  This  suggestion  was  favorably 
received,  and,  after  full  discussion,  the  Directors  and  School 
Commissioners  met  in  joint  session  on  January  29th,  1901. 
Formal  transfer  of  the  Library  was  made  to  the  School  Com- 
missioners, who  expressed  great  delight  for  the  transfer. 

The  Charlotte  Public  School  Library 

thus  began  its  existence.  The  books  were  moved  into  the  City 
Hall,  where  two  rooms  were  fitted  up  for  the  Library.  Miss 
Sallie  H.  Adams  was  made  Librarian,  with  Miss  Mary  Armond 
Nash  as  assistant.  Dr.  George  W.  Graham  continued  his  inter- 
est in  the  Library,  and  was  enabled  to  enlarge  its  field  of  useful- 
ness by  securing  authority  from  the  General  Assembly,  in  an  Act 
passed  March  15th,  1901,  for  the  School  Commissioners  to 
appropriate  money  to  maintain  a Free  Library  for  all  white 
persons  in  the  City  of  Charlotte. 

The  School  Commissioners  continued  in  charge  of  the  Library 
until  January  31st,  1903,  at  which  time 

The  Charlotte  Carnegie  Public  Library 

began  official  existence,  and  succeeded  to  all  equipment  and 
privileges. 

Mr*  Carnegie's  Offer 

The  transfer  of  the  Library  to  the  School  Commissioners,  and 
the  efforts  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  Library  work  for  the 
use  of  the  public,  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Thos.  S.  Frank- 
lin, at  that  time  a member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Char- 
lotte. In  January,  1901,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie 
about  erecting  in  Charlotte  a building  for  the  Library.  Shortly 
afterwards  Mr.  Franklin  was  in  New  York  and  was  enabled  to 
put  the  matter  so  favorably  that  the  following  letter  was  received 
from  Mr.  Carnegie  in  answer  to  the  written  request  of  Mr. 
Franklin: 
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Mr.  T.  S.  Franklin,  Esq., 


Andrew  Carnegie 
5 West  51st  St.,  New  York 


Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Dear  Sir : — 

Yours  of  28th  received.  If  the  City  of  Charlotte  will  furnish 
a suitable  site  and  agree  by  resolutions  of  Councils  to  tax  itself  and  support 
Library  at  a cost  of  not  less  than  $2,500  a year,  Mr.  Carnegie  will  be  glad 
to  give  $20,000  for  a Free  Library  building. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Jas.  Bertram, 

P.  Secretary 

(This  letter  should  be  dated  about  March  3rd,  1901.) 

As  the  plans  for  the  Library  developed,  the  Committee  felt  the 
need  for  more  funds,  and  correspondence  resulted  in  the  enlarge- 
ment of  Mr.  Carnegie’s  offer,  as  the  following  letter  shows: 


T.  S.  Franklin,  Esq.,  Skibo  Castle,  Ardgay,  N.  B. 

Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Dear  Sir: — 

Yours  of  19  Aug.  to  Mr.  Franks.  Mr.  Carnegie  has  instruct- 
ed his  cashier  to  honor  your  calls  to  the  extent  of  Twenty-Five  instead  of 
Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  for  the  Charlotte  Free  Library. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Oct.  3,  ’oi.  Jas.  Bertram,  P.  Sec. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  say  that  the  various  official 
bodies  connected  with  the  Library  and  the  city,  as  well  as  many 
private  citizens,  have  suitably  expressed  their  appreciation  of  Mr. 
Carnegie’s  generous  gift  in  resolutions  and  letters  addressed  to 
him. 

Official  Action 

On  March  nth,  1901,  the  School  Commissioners  met  and 
heard  Mr.  Carnegie’s  letter.  They  passed  proper  resolutions. 

On  March  14th,  1901,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  met  for  the 
special  purpose  of  considering  Mr.  Carnegie’s  letter.  Suitable 
resolutions  were  passed  and  the  General  Assembly  was  asked 
to  pass  an  Act  authorizing  the  Board  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  maintenance  of  Libraries. 

This  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  was  passed  on  March 
15th,  1901,  and  an  election  was  ordered  to  secure  the  will  of  the 
people. 

On  March  25th,  1901,  a joint  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  School  Commissioners  was  held.  The  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly  was  placed  before  the  meeting,  and  Mr. 
Carnegie’s  offer  formally  accepted.  A committee  was  appointed 
to  secure  the  site  for  the  Library  building. 
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On  May  3rd,  1901,  the  committee  reported  that  they  had 
chosen  the  lot  on  North  Tryon  Street,  between  Sixth  and 
Seventh  Streets,  the  price  being  $10,000;  to  which  sum,  citizens 
contributed  $2,500,  so  that  the  cost  to  the  City  was  $7,500. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  then  passed  the  ordinance  appropri- 
ating $2,500  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library. 

On  May  6th,  1901,  the  people  confirmed  this  action  by 
casting  777  votes  in  favor  of  the  Library  and  41  votes  against. 

On  June  3rd,  1901,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  passed  an  ordi- 
nance appointing  a committee  to  act  as  the  Building  Committee 
for  the  Carnegie  Library.  Similar  action  had  been  taken  by  the 
School  Commissioners  on  May  9th,  1901.  This  Committee 
consisted  of  his  Hon.  Mayor  P.  M.  Brown,  Messrs.  William 
Anderson,  Thos.  S.  Franklin,  George  W.  Graham,  J.  Arthur 
Henderson,  and  Thomas  R.  Robertson,  representing  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  the  School  Commissioners,  the  citizens  and  the 
original  Library  Association. 

Plans  for  a building  were  submitted  and  those  of  Messrs. 
Wheeler  & McMichael  were  adopted.  Mr.  McMichael  gave 
his  personal  supervision  to  the  erection  of  the  building. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  was  given  to  Messrs. 
Lazenby  Bros.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lazenby  taking  active  charge  of 
the  work. 

On  November  nth,  1902,  acting  under  the  authority  con- 
ferred by  the  General  Assembly  in  the  Act  of  March  15th,  1901, 
the  School  Commissioners  elected  Mrs.  Annie  Smith  Ross 
Librarian  and  Miss  Sallie  H.  Adams  Assistant  Librarian.  They 
prepared  plans  and  arranged  means  for  recataloging  the  books 
and  other  details  incident  to  the  approaching  change. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  instructed  the  City  Attorney,  Mr. 
Heriot  Clarkson,  to  draw  a Charter  suitable  for  the  needs  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  and  present  same  to  the  General  Assembly. 
This  was  done  and  the  Charter  granted  on  January  31st,  1903, 
and  published  in  full  on  pages  20,  21,  22  and  23  is  the  result. 

On  March  5th,  1903,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  purchased  an 
additional  20  feet  of  ground  on  the  South  side  of  the  Building 
and  gave  it  to  the  Library. 

On  July  2nd,  1903,  the  Building  was  formally  dedicated  and 
opened  it  to  the  public  as 

The  Carnegie  Library  of  Charlotte* 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
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COSTS 

Lot  96  1-2  feet  wide  by  198  feet  deep  ....$10,000.00 

Lot  20  feet  wide  by  148  feet  deep.. 2,635.00 

( Alleys  on  one  side  and  end.) 

Building  complete. 25,150.00  $37,785.00 

RECEIPTS 

Gift  from  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie $25,000.00 

Appropriation  by  the  City  of  Charlotte  -.  10,135.00 

Gift  from  citizens 2,525.00 

Sale  of  old  building  on  lot 125.00  $37,785.00 


AN  ACT 

To  Incorporate  the  “Charlotte  Carnegie  Public  Library.” 


The  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  do  enact  : 

Section  i.  That  T.  S.  Franklin,  A.  Burwell,  J.  L.  Chambers, 
J.  Frank  Wilkes,  G.  H.  Brockenborough,  J.  H.  Wearn,  S.  S. 
McNinch,  H.  G.  Link,  J.  Hirshinger,  J.  A.  Fore,  C.  G.  Mc- 
Manaway,  T.  W.  Dixon,  and  their  successors,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  created  a body  corporate  by  the  name  of  the  “ Charlotte 
Carnegie  Library,”  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued;  may 
have  a common  seal ; may  acquire,  receive  and  hold  real  estate 
in  the  city  of  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  by  purchase,  gift, 
devise  and  otherwise;  and  may  acquire,  receive  and  hold  person- 
al property  by  purchase,  gift  and  bequest,  by  will  or  otherwise  ; 
may  contract  and  be  contracted  with  for  the  purposes  provided 
for  in  this  Act,  and  make  such  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws  for 
its  government  and  the  exercise  of  its  powers  as  in  their  discre- 
tion they  may  think  necessary,  and  may  alter  the  same  from  time 
to  time  as  shall  not  be  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  this  State  and 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  repugnant  to  this  Act. 

Sec.  2.  The  powers,  purposes  and  duties  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  as  follows:  To  establish  and  maintain  a free  Library  for 

the  use,  without  any  charge  whatever,  of  the  white  citizens  of 
the  City  of  Charlotte. 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  corporation,  other  than  the 
Treasurer,  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services. 

Sec.  4.  The  corporation  may  employ  a Librarian,  Janitor  and 
such  other  employees  and  servants  as  it  may  deem  essential,  and 
pay  their  salaries  and  wages  out  of  any  fund  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  5.  The  corporation  shall  not  have  the  power  to  mort- 
gage or  incumber  its  property,  nor  shall  it  have  power  to  con- 
tract any  debt  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  without  the  written 
assent  of  three-fourths  of  its  members;  nor  shall  its  members  and 
officers  contract  for  the  corporation  in  such  manner  that  the 
aggregate  of  its  outstanding  indebtedness  shall  at  any  time  exceed 
one  thousand  dollars.  It  shall  not  have  the  power  to  sell  and 
convey  its  real  estate  without  the  assent  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  State  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
Charlotte. 

Sec.  6.  Whenever  a vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  membership 
of  the  corporation  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  election  of 
another  member  by  the  remaining  members  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  such  member.  Any  member  may  resign  by  tendering 
his  written  resignation  to  the  President  or  the  Vice-President. 
Any  member  may  be  removed  for  physical  or  mental  incapacity 
by  a vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  other  members. 

Sec.  7.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a President, 
a Vice-President,  a Secretary  and  Treasurer  (who  shall  also  be 
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the  City  Clerk  and  Treasurer)  and  an  Executive  Committee  of 
five  members.  All  of  said  officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  corporation,  and  those  so  elected 
shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected. 

Sec.  8.  That  at  the  expiration  of  the  respective  terms  of 
office  of  the  several  members,  as  hereinafter  provided  and  for- 
ever thereafter,  four  of  said  members  shall  be  elected  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Charlotte,  and  four  of  said 
members  shall  be  elected  from  the  Board  of  School  Commission- 
ers of  said  city,  and  the  Mayor  shall  appoint  four  of  said  mem- 
bers who  shall  not  be  members  of  either  Board. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  term  of  office  of  T.  S.  Franklin,  A.  Bur- 
well,  J-  Hirshinger  and  Geo.  H.  Brockenborough  shall  expire 
the  first  Monday  in  June,  1909;  that  the  term  of  office  of  J.  L. 
Chambers,  J.  Frank  Wilkes,  S.  S.  McNinch  and  J.  A.  Fore 
shall  expire  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1907;  that  the  term  of 
J.  H.  Wearn,  H.  G.  Link,  C.  G.  McManaway  and  T.  W. 
Dixon  shall  expire  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1905.  That  the 
said  Trustees  of  the  Charlotte  Carnegie  Library  shall  be  elected 
for  the  term  of  six  years.  That  the  Mayor  shall  appoint  the 
successors  to  T.  S.  Franklin,  A.  Burwell,  J.  L.  Chambers  and  J. 
Frank  Wilkes.  That  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  shall 
elect  the  successors  to  J.  Hirshinger,  J.  A.  Fore,  C.  G.  McMan- 
away and  T.  W.  Dixon.  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall 
elect  the  successors  to  G.  H.  Brockenborough,  J.  H.  Wearn, 
S.  S.  McNinch  and  H.  G.  Link. 

Sec.  10.  The  first  meeting,  and  all  other  meetings  of  the 
members  of  the  corporation,  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina.  The  first  meeting  shall  be  held  at  such 
time  and  place  as  any  three  members  shall  designate  in  written 
notices,  signed  by  them  and  delivered  to  each  of  the  other  mem- 
bers. The  time  and  place  in  said  city  at  which  all  subsequent 
annual  meetings  shall  be  held,  and  the  times  and  places  in  the 
said  city  and  upon  what  notice  special  meetings  may  be  held, 
shall  be  fixed  and  regulated  by  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  11.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the 
corporation;  shall  sign  all  contracts  on  behalf  of  the  corporation; 
shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  corporate  seal  and  set  the  same  to 
such  instruments  as  the  corporation  may  properly  and  legally 
direct  to  be  executed  by  the  corporation,  and  perform  such  other 
acts  as  he  may  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  perform  by  the 
by-laws  or  by  resolution  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  12.  The  Vice-President  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of 
the  President  when  the  President  shall  be  absent  from  a meet- 
ing or  from  the  City  of  Charlotte. 

Sec.  13.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  the  records  of  the  corpor- 
ation and  do  such  other  acts  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  by- 
laws. The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  the  funds  of 


22 


CARNEGIE  LIBRARY 


the  corporation  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
or  as  may  be  directed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation,  and  do 
such  other  acts  as  the  by-laws  may  prescribe.  He  shall  be  re- 
quired to  give  a bond  in  such  amount  as  may  be  fixed  by  the 
corporation,  and  may  be  paid  a reasonable  salary  or  commission. 

Sec.  14.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  general  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation,  and  shall  per- 
form such  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  cor- 
poration, but  shall  not  have  the  power  to  do  any  act  inconsist- 
ent with  the  other  provisions  of  this  Act ; and  the  corporation 
at  any  regular  or  special  meeting  may  take  charge  and  control 
of  any  matter  or  matters  which  the  Executive  Committee  would 
otherwise  have  under  their  control. 

Sec.  15.  No  member  of  this  corporation  shall  be  liable,  per- 
sonally or  individually,  for  any  contract,  obligation  or  other  lia- 
bility of  any  kind  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  16.  At  all  the  meetings  of  the  corporation  a majority  of 
its  members  shall  constitute  a quorum. 

Sec.  17.  The  General  Assembly  being  authorized  by  the 
Constitution,  Article  VI,  Section  5,  to  exempt  from  taxation 
property  held  for  education,  literary  and  charitable  purposes,  the 
property  and  estate  which  the  corporation  may  acquire,  hold  and 
use,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  exempt 
from  all  State,  county  and  municipal  taxation. 

Sec.  18.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  deface,  injure,  mutil- 
ate or  destroy  the  books  or  works  of  art,  or  furniture  of  the  cor- 
poration, shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
shall  be  fined  or  imprisoned  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  19.  Any  person  who  shall  use  indecent  or  profane  lan- 
guage in  the  library  room  or  rooms  of  the  corporation,  or  who 
shall  conduct  himself  in  an  indecent  or  boisterous  manner  in 
such  library  room  or  rooms,  or  who  shall  wilfully  or  wantonly 
violate  any  reasonable  rule  of  the  corporation  regulating  the  use 
of  the  library,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  upon  con- 
viction shall  be  punished  by  a fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  or 
imprisonment  for  thirty  days. 

Sec.  20.  That  the  property,  including  building  and  grounds 
known  as  the  “ Carnegie  Library,”  on  North  Tryon  street,  is 
by  this  act  turned  over  into  the  possession  and  control  of  this 
corporation. 

Sec.  21.  That  all  the  books,  charts,  periodicals,  records  and 
furniture  now  in  the  city  hall,  and  being  used  and  known  as  the 
“ Charlotte  Public  Library,”  is  by  this  Act  turned  into  the  pos- 
session and  control  of  this  corporation. 

Sec.  22.  That  one  of  the  rooms  in  what  is  known  as  the 
“ Carnegie  Library  ” shall  be  designated  for  and  maintained  as  a 
“ Museum  ” for  Revolutionary  and  other  historical  relics.  This 
room  shall  be  under  the  immediate  supervision  and  control  of  the 
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following  members  of  the  Society  of  Cincinnati  and  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  residing  in  Charlotte,  viz:  B.  S.  Davis,  R.  J.  Bre- 
vard and  Heriot  Clarkson,  members  of  the  Society  of  Cincinnati, 
and  J.  R.  Howerton,  P.  M.  Brown,  R.  A.  Dunn,  R.  M.  Oates, 
Warren  V.  Hall,  members  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and 
such  others  and  their  successors  as  they  may  elect  from  time  to 
time,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  and  by-laws  as  may  be 
adopted  by  this  corporation. 

Sec.  23.  That  there  shall  be  in  the  City  of  Charlotte  a public 
library  for  colored  people,  to  be  known  as  the  “ Charlotte  Public 
Library  for  Colored  People.” 

Sec.  24.  That  Thad  L.  Tate,  J.  W.  Smith,  P.  F.  Maloy, 
P.  P.  Alston,  H.  A.  Hunt,  W.  P.  Phifer  and  their  successors  be 
and  they  are  hereby  created  a body  corporate  by  the  name  of 
the  “ Charlotte  Public  Library  for  Colored  People,”  and  shall 
have  charge  and  control  of  the  library  for  colored  people,  with 
the  same  powers,  duties,  responsibilities,  etc.,  as  are  conferred  on 
the  trustees  before  mentioned  for  the  white  library.  That  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  provide  a suitable  place  for  said  library, 
and  the  said  trustees  shall  make  all  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws 
for  its  government,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  conferred  on 
and  subject  to  the  limitations  imposed  on  the  white’s  trustees. 

Sec.  25.  That  the  two  libraries  shall  be  separate  and  distinct, 
and  one  shall  be  for  the  white  race  and  the  other  for  the  colored 
race.  That  the  white  library  shall  be  used  exclusively  for  white 
people,  and  the  colored  library  for  the  colored  people. 

Sec.  26.  That  T.  L.  Tate’s  and  H.  A.  Hunt’s  term  of 
office  shall  expire  June,  1907  ; that  P.  P.  Alston’s  and  P.  F. 
Maloy’s  term  of  office  shall  expire  June,  1905,  and  that  J.  W. 
Smith’s  and  W.  W.  Phifer’s  term  of  office  shall  expire  June, 
1903,  and  their  successors  shall  be  elected  by  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  of  said  city. 

Sec.  27.  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  annually  turn 
over  to  the  trustees  of  said  libraries  for  the  white  and  colored 
people  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  which  the  people 
voted  for  that  purpose  on  May  6,  1901  ; that  the  said  sum  of 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  shall  be  distributed  between  the 
trustees  of  the  two  libraries  in  such  proportion  as  is  just  and 
equitable,  all  things  being  considered. 

Sec.  28.  That  all  contracts  that  have  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Charlotte  in  refer- 
ence to  the  white  city  library  shall  be  binding  on  this  corporation 
for  the  white  race  and  be  fulfilled  and  carried  out  by  it. 

Sec.  29.  This  Act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  ratifica- 
tion. 

In  General  Assembly  read  three  times  and  ratified  this  31st 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1903. 
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REPORT  ON 

A DECADE  OF  PROGRESS 

The  decade  of  the  1950’s  has  been  one  of  notable 
growth  and  change  in  the  United  States  and 
throughout  the  world.  More  people  have  demanded 
more  goods  and  services  which  have  cost  more  than 
ever  before.  Business,  industry  and  government 
have  been  scrambling  to  expand  services  to  meet 
the  need  of  population  growth,  changes,  and  the 
pressures  of  growing  urbanization. 

Charlotte  and  Mecklenburg  County  have  ex- 
perienced and  shared  in  this  growth  and  the  Public 
Library  of  Charlotte  and  Mecklenburg  County 
has  attempted  to  keep  in  stride  with  this  progress. 
In  the  past  ten  years,  the  Library  has  engaged  in  an 
extensive  building  program  which  even  now  prom- 
ises to  require  greater  expansion  in  the  present 
decade.  A new  main  library  and  eight  new  branch 
buildings  have  been  constructed.  In  addition,  two 
small  branches  in  rented  property  have  been  added 
in  County  communities.  These  expanded  library 
facilities  and  sendees  have  not  only  been  cherished 
and  valuable  to  the  present  residents  of  the  City 
and  County,  but  they  have  proven  to  be  potent 
factors  in  attracting  new  business  and  industry  to 
select  Mecklenburg  County  as  their  new  home. 

Despite  this  expansion,  and  the  increase  in  avail- 
able educational  materials  and  services,  the  Public 
Library  finds  itself  under  pressure  to  provide  new 
services  and  additional  branch  outlets.  Notwith- 
standing limited  available  financing  for  further  ex- 
pansion, the  Library  is  endeavoring  to  find  means 
to  provide  services  for  these  new  and  expanding 
areas  needing  attention,  and  has  aims  to  make 
tangible  progress  in  the  coming  year. 

"The  sturdy  wall  between  the  functions  of  the 
public  library  and  the  school  library  was  a parti- 
tion second  in  sanctity  only  to  the  separation  of 
church  and  state;  already  it  lies  in  dust.”  (Library 
Journal  10-15-60)  The  demands  placed  on  the 


Public  Library  by  students  are  becoming  increas- 
ingly more  acute  and  the  evaluation  of  school  re- 
lated needs  is  a constant  consideration.  In  endeav- 
oring to  meet  this  problem  the  Library  is  increas- 
ingly aware  of  its  obligations  to  the  adult  portions 
of  the  community  who  have  no  other  library  re- 
sources fully  available  to  them. 

Not  just  a “book  center,”  the  Library  serves  as 
an  "educational  town  hall”  for  the  community.  Art 
and  educational  exhibitions  of  all  types  have  be- 
come an  increasingly  strong  feature,  and  the  Main 
Library  is  becoming  known  as  a "downtown  art 
center”  as  well  as  an  education  center.  The  Library 
remains  an  excellent  source  of  non-book  materials, 
with  a lending  service  of  fine  collections  of  films, 
recordings,  and  art  reproductions. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  note  the  increased  partici- 
pation in  the  Children’s  Summer  Reading  Program. 
In  the  past  decade  we  have  more  than  doubled  the 
diplomas  awarded  each  summer.  In  1949  we  award- 
ed 2,193  and  in  1959,  4,838. 

Probably  the  most  significant  trend  in  the 
decade  is  the  increase  in  book  lending,  which 
shown  a rise  in  10  years  of  over  219%.  Of  coi 
the  lending  of  books  is  only  one  measure  of  library 
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year  to  year.  As  book  lending  in- 
:ime-consuming  services  increase  pro- 


The  following  is  a record  of  the  service  increase 
in  the  past  decade: 


1949-50 

1959-60 


Book  Book  Operating 

Lending  Stock  Expenditures 
472,594  126,980  $145,855 

1,036,609  294,835  404,095 
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Population  served— 1960  Census  

Assessed  valuation  of  City  and  County 

Agencies:  Main,  11  Branches,  2 Mobile  Libraries 

Days  open  in  1959-60  (including  Sundays) 

Hours  open  per  week  (Main  Library)  

except  June,  July  and  August 

Book  Stock 

Volumes  at  beginning  of  year  

Volumes  added  during  year 

Volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year  

Total  volumes,  June  30,  1960  

Number  Microcard  Titles  owned:  Atomic  Energy— esti 

Number  newspapers  received  (excluding  duplicates) 
Number  periodicals  received  (excluding  duplicates) 

Interlibrary  Loans 

Number  of  books  borrowed  from  other  libraries  . . 
Number  of  books  lent  to  other  libraries . 

Library  Services  Rendered 

Reference  questions  answered  

Number  of  persons  viewing  films  (TV  audience 
Number  of  reservations  for  meeting  rooms  and  a 
Estimated  meeting. room  attendance 

Non-book  Materials  Lent 

Number  of  films  borrowed  and  shown , 

Number  of  record  albums  lent 

Number  of  pieces  of  audio-visual  equipment  lent 
Number  of  framed  painting  reproductions  lent  . 

Book  lending  by  agency 

Main  Library,  310  N.  Tryon  Street,  Charlotte,  N 

Brevard  St.  Branch,  401  S.  Brevard  Street 

Cornelius  Branch,  Cornelius,  N.  C 

Davidson  Branch,  Davidson,  N.  C. 

East  Branch,  2001  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Charlc 

Huntersville  Branch,  Huntersville,  N.  C 

Matthews  Branch,  Mathews,  N.  C 

Mint  Hill  Branch,  Mint  Hill,  N.  C 

Mobile  Library  No.  1,  Main  Library 

Mobile  Library  No.  2,  Main  Library 

North  Branch,  2324  LaSalle  Street,  Charlotte,  I 
Piedmont  Courts  Branch,  831  Seigle  Avenue,  ( 

Pineville  Branch,  Pineville,  N.  C 

South  Branch,  1361  Queens  Road,  Charlotte,  1 
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